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winter and spring rains. Should the rainfall be
great, the harvest is abundant; but if the season is a
dry one, then the result is disastrous. Mr. Layard
speaks of one such occasion when, during the whole
of the winter and spring, no rain fell. As a conse-
quence of this, the crop failed and famine ravaged
the land. This famine is still spoken of in Mosul as
something never to be forgotten, and many events
are marked as dating from " the famine." Some are
not ashamed to own that they made their fortunes
during that awful time, by storing corn and then
selling it at famine prices; while others, who had
been prosperous merchants till that year, were then
rendered penniless, and have never been able to
retrieve their fortunes. There are a few rude wheels
constructed along the banks of the Tigris for the
purpose of irrigation; but as these are highly taxed
by the local government, they are by no means
general. This mode of raising water is very simple
but expensive, as it requires the labour of several
men and at least two animals, either oxen or mules.

Gardens near the town are irrigated in this way,
either by drawing water from the river or from deep
wells, but the great stretch of land sown with corn
is dependent for its nourishment on the rainfall.

Cotton is also grown and exported. Melons,
cucumbers, and tomatoes are cultivated very largely,
and as the river recedes in the summer, the moist
bed is sown with water-melon seeds, which flourish
splendidly in the damp soil.

Fruit is largely grown in the mountains, and
brought down on donkeys. Apricots are very abun-
dant ; cherries, plums, peaches are less plentiful,
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